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PUBLIC OCCURRENCES* 



ACCOOKT Ot THE ERUPTION OP THE SOUT- 
rRlER MOUNTAIN,IN THE ISLAND OF St. 
VINCENT. 

Aiioor 2000 feet from the level of the 
sea calculating from conjecture), on the 
south side of the Souffrier Mountain, and 
rather more than twonhirds of its height, 
opens a circular chasm, somewhat exceed- 
ing half a mile in diameter, and between 
4 or 500 feet in depth! exactly in the 
Centre of this capacious bowl, rose a coni- 
cal hill, about 260 or 300 fefet in height, 
and about 200 in diameter, richly covered 
and variegated with shrubs, brushwood, 
and vines, above half way up, and for the 
remainder powdered over with virgin sul- 
phur to the top; Prom the fissures in the 
cone and interstices Of the rocks, a thin 
white smoke was constantly emitted, oc* 
casionally tinged With a slight blueish flame. 
The precipitous sides of this magnificent 
amphitheatre were fringed with various 
evergreens and aromatic shrubs,- flowers, 
and many Alpine plants. On the north 
and south sides of the base of the cone 
were two pieces of water, one perfectly 
pure and tasteless, and the other strongly 
impregnated with sulphur and alum. This 
lonely and beautiful spot was rendered 
Jnore enchanting by the singularly melo- 
dious notes of a bird, an inhabitant of 
these upper solitudes, and altogether un- 
known to the other paVts of the island : 
hence principally called, or Supposed to 
be, invisible ; though it certainly has been 
teen, and is a species of the merle. 

A century had already elapsed sinde the 
last convulsion of the mountain ; it ap- 
parently slumbered in primeval solitude 
And tranquillity ; but just as the plantation 
bells rang 1 2 at noon on Monday the 27th, 
an abrupt and dreadful crash from the 
mountain, with a severe concussion of the 
earth, and tremulous noise in the air^ a- 
larmed all around it. The resurrection of 
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this fiefy furnace was proclaimed in a mo* 
ment, by a vast column of thick, black, 
ropey smoke, like that of an immense 
glass-house, bursting forth at dnce, and 
mounting to the sky ; showering down 
sand, with gritty calcined particles of 
earth and favilla mixed, on all below. 
This, driven before the wind towards Wal- 
libon and Morne Ronde, darkened the air 
like at cataract of rain, and covered the> 
ridges, woods, and cane-pieces, with light 
grey-coloured ashes, resembling snow when 
slightly covered by dust. As the eruption 
increased, this continual shower expanded, 
destroying every appearance of vegetation; 
At night a Very considerable degree of 
Ignition was observed on the lips of the 
crater j but it is not asserted, that there was 
yet any visible ascension of flame. 

The awful scene became more terrific oil 
Tuesday and Wednesday ; and on Thurs* 
day the 30th of April, the reflection of the 1 
rising sun on this majestic body of curling 
vapour was sublime beyond imagination. 
Itl die afternon the noise was incessant, 
and resembled the approach of thunder 
still nearer And nearer, with a vibration 
that affected <ht feelings and hearing : as 
ye't tfure was no convulsive motion, of 
sensible earthquake. Terror and conster- 
nation now seised all beholders. The Cha- 
faitra, settled at Morne Ronde, at the foot 
of the Souffrier, abandoned their houses, 
with their live stock, and every thing they 
possessed, and fled precipitately towards 
the town. The Negroes became confused, 
forsook their work, looked up to the moun- 
tain , and as i t shook, trembled wi t h t He dread 
of what tbey could neither understand not* 
describe— thebirds fell to the ground, Over* 
powered with showefs of favilla, utiaMe to 
keep themselves on the wirigjtbe cattle Were 
starving for Want of rood* as not a blad« 
of grass, or a leaf. Was now to be found— 
the sea was much discoloured, but in n6 
wise uncommonly agitated j and it it re- 
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tnarkable, that throughout the whole of 
this violent disturbance of the earth, it con- 
tinued quite passive, and did hot at any 
time sympathise with the agitation of the 
land. Scarcely had the day closed, when 
the flame burst at length pyramidically from 
the crater, through the mass of smoke ; 
the rolling of the thunder became more 
awful and deafening; electric flashes quick- 
ly succeeded, attended with loud claps ; 
and now indeed the hurlyburly began. 
Those only who have witnessed such a 
eight, can form any idea of the magnifi- 
cence and variety of the lightning and e- 
tectric flashes *, some forked ziz-zag play- 
ing across the perpendicular column from 
the crater— others shooting upwards from 
the mouth, like rockets, of the most daz- 
zling lustre—others, like shells, with their 
trailing fuses flying in different parabolas, 
with the fiiost vivid scintillations from the 
dark sanguine column, which now seemed 
inflexible, and immoveable by the wind. 
Shortly after seven, p.m. the mighty cal- 
dron was seen to simmer, and the ebulli- 
tion of lava to break out on the N.W. side. 
This immediately, after boiling over the 
orifice, and flowing a short way, was op- 
posed by the aclivity of a higher point of 
land, over which it was impelled by the 
immense tide of liquid fire that drove it on, 
forming the figure V in grand illumi- 
nation. Sometimes, when the ebullition 
slackened, or was insufficient to urge it 
over the obstructing hill, it recoiled back, 
like a refluent billow from the rock, and 
then again rushed forward, impelled by 
fresh supplies, and scaling every obstacle, 
carrying rocks and woods together in its 
course down the slope of the mountain, 
v-ntil it precipitated itself dovn seme vast 
ravine, concealed from onr sight by the 
intervening ridges of MoTne Ronde. Vast 
{•lobular bodies of fire were seen projected 
from the fiery furnace, and bursting, fell 
back into it, or over it, on the surround- 
ing bushes, which were instantly set in 
(Tames. About four hours from the lava 
i'oiliug ever the crater, it reached the sea, 
us we could observe from the' reflection of 
the fire and the electric flashes attending it. 
About halt past one, another stream of 
lava was seen descending to the eastward 
towards Rabacca. The thundering noise 
-of the mountain, and the vibration of sound 
that had been so formidable hitherto, now 
mingled in tlte sullen monotonous roll of 
the roaring lava, became so terrible, that 
dismay was a'most turned into despair. 
At this time the first eauhquake. was felt ■. 



this was followed by shower* of cinders, 
that fell with the hissing noise of hail 
during two hours. At three o'clock a roll- 
ing on the roofs of the houses indicated a 
fall of stones, which soon thickened, and 
at last descended in a rain of intermingled 
fire, that threatened at once the fate of 
Pompeii, of Herculaneum. The crackling 
and coruscations from the er*ater at this 
period exceeded all that had yet passed. 
The eyes were struck with momentary 
blindness, and the ears stunned with the 
glomeration of sounds. People sought 
shelter in cellars, under rocks, or any 
where— for every where was nearly the 
same ; and the miserable Negroes flying 
from their huts, were kuocked down, or 
wounded; and many killed in the open 
air. Several houses were set on fire. The? 
estates situated in the immediate vicinity 
seemed doomed to destruction. Had the 
stones that fell been proportionably heavy 
to their size, not a living creature could 
have escaped without death: — these having 1 
undergone a thorough fusion, they were 
divested of their natural gravity, and fell 
almost as light as pumex, though in some 
places as large as a man's head. This 
dreadful rain of stones and fire lasted up- 
wards of an hour, and was again succeeded 
by cinders from three till six o'clock in the 
morning. Earthquake followed earth- 
quake, almost momentarily, or ra- 
ther, the whole of this part of the is- 
land was in a state of Continued os- 
cillation ; not agitated by shocks, vertical 
or horizontal ; but undulated like water 
shaken in a bowl. 

The break of day, if such it could be 
called, was truly terrific. Darkness was 
only visible at eight o'clock, and the birih 
of May dawned like the day of judgment - 
a chaotic gloom enveloped the mountain, 
and an impenetrable haze hung over the 
sea with black sluggish clouds of a sul- 
phureous cast. The whole island was 
covered with favilla, cinders, scoria, and 
broken rtiasses of volcauic matter. It was 1 
not until the afternoon, the muttering noise 
of the mountain sunk gradually iufo a so- 
lemn, yet suspicious, silence,- — Such are the 
particulars of this sublime and tremendous 
scene, from (fommencement to catastrophe. 
To describe the effect, is, if possible, a morr 
difficult, and truly more distressing task. 



AfRICAN JNSTTTOTION. 

On the SSth of March the African 
Institution held its anniversary meeting 



1812.] 



Agricultural Report. 



m 



« the Freemason's Tavern, at which 
the Duke of Gloucester presided. As 
usual, the attendance was highly respect- 
able, and we were glad to see a large 
number of the early and steady friends 
to the cause, both members of parliament 
and others. The report was read, stating 
the efforts of the Iustit ition during the 
last year to counteract the noiv felonious 
attempts of the slave-trader ; some im- 
portant extracts were given, by permis- 
sion of Government, from the last un- 
published manuscript of Mungo Park. 
These, with the correspondence of John 
Kizel, an intelligent colonist of Sierra 
Leone, who was sent by the governor 
to persuade some of the native princes 
to discourage the slave-trade, will form 
a most interesting part of the Appendix. 
An account was also given of experiments 
made upon some indigo manufactured 
by Warwick Francis, a Black settler at 
Sierra Leone, which prove that it is not 
at all inferior to that sent by the East- 
India Company when they first made it 
an article of commerce. Twelve grains 
of the African indigo are required to 
produce the same depth of colour in 
woollen cloth which is obtained from six 
grains of the. East-India at 4s. 8d. per 
pound : so that it is just half as good ; 
and as the process is susceptible of great 
improvements, which will be. immediate- 
ly pointed out to the settlers, the experi- 
ment must be considered as a very pro- 
mising one. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 

On account of the zealous, long-conti- 
nued, and invaluable services of Zachary 
Macauley, who, from the commencement 
of the Institution had gratuitously filled 
the office of Secretary, there was a strong 
feeling in the- meeting to bestow upon 
him some mark of its respect, and of the 
cense it entertained of his services. A 
motion was accordingly made, and carried 
unanimously, to present him with a piece 
of plate, value 100 guineas, with an ap- 



propriate inscription, and a committee 
was appoiuted to carry it into effect. 

Letters have been received* in London 
from Capt. Cuffee, (memoirs of whom are 
given in the Belfast Magazine^) dated 
Sierra Leone, 2d month Feb. 8, by which 
it appears that he had transacted his 
business there, and was on the point of 
departing for West Port Massachussets, 
where he hoped to arrive about the be- 
ginning of the 4th month April. He has 
bought a house and lot of land in the 
town, and, if he meet with encourage^ 
ment, will probably tend the brig again 
to Sierra Leone next season. He states 
that many houses in the colony are going 
to decay, and that divers of the inhabi- 
tants have no means to repair them. 
They now saw all their wood by hand, 
and he suggests the expediency of erect- 
ing a saw-mill upon a stream which passes 
by the west end of Free-Town, and has a 
fall of thirty feet. This would be a very 
important acquisition, as timber, of which, 
there is such a vast variety, might then 
easily be brought into a state fit for build* 
ing, and even, in process of time, for ex- 
portation. Commissioner Pawes has 
brought home several interesting specimens 
of their woods, which would be useful in 
this country in a variety of ways. Capt. 
Cuffee further states, that on the same 
stream, a mill for grinding corn, cleaning 
rice, &c. might easily be erected, an4 
that, if proper mechanical contrivances 
were adopted, these mills might be work- 
ed even in the dry seasons. 

Letters are abo in town from some of 
the most intelligent of the colonists, by 
which it appears that, nothing but a suit- 
able degree of encouragement on this side 
the water is wanting to rouse their indus- 
try to the most beneficial exertions. In 
our opinion, if proper use is made of the 
disposition and abilities of Capt. Cuffee, 
more wijl be done towards the civilization 
of Afriea in one year, than in all the time/ 
which has elapsed since the first attempts 
were made. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From the 20th June, to tic 20M July, 1812. 

Although the corn crops in general in this province have a favourable appearance, 
yet there are considerable exceptions. The frequent and heavy rains which fell during 
a great part of the Spring months, had so drenched the flat and heavy soils, that when 
fhe weather changed suddenly to very dry, they became crusted on the surface. 



